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Abstract :

This study aims at demonstrating how deep understanding of the original text and a deep
knowledge of the writer’s philosophy and ideas help the translator come up with the best
translation of a philosophical text. The text we have chosen for this study is the Cartesian cogito;
“Cogito, ergo sum”, “je pense, donc je suis”; the most famous quotation in the history of modern
philosophy which means “I think, therefore I am”. This formulation was first mentioned in René
Descartes’ book: “Discours de la Méthode”, “Discourse on the Method” that was written in
French in 1637 and translated into Latin by the same writer in 1644. The source of the famous
quotation was translated into many languages throughout the years including Arabic. The only
available Arabic translation of this quotation is “"s s s« Ul 0,3} « ;S8 Ui, from the Arabic version
of the book “zeil (e JWs” translated by Mahmoud Mohamed El Khediri in 1968. This study
explores to what extent the Arabic translation has conveyed the intended meaning of the original
text, does the translation send the reader the same message that Descartes really meant in his
book or it only shows a small part of a very vast and complicated formulation.
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« Je rejetai comme fausses toutes les raisons que j’avais prises auparavant pour
Démonstrations : et enfin considérant que toutes les mémes pensées que nous avons, étant
éveillés, nous peuvent aussi venir quand nous dormons sans qu’il y en ait aucune pour lors qui
soit vraie, je résolue de feindre que toutes les choses qui m’étaient jamais entrées en 1’esprit
n’étaient non plus vraie que les illusions de mes mensonges. Mais aussitot, apres je prie garde
que, pendant que je voulais ainsi penser que tout était faux, il fallait nécessairement que moi
qui le pensais fusse quelque chose ; et remarquant que cette vérité : je pense donc je suis, était
si ferme et si assurée que toutes les plus extravagantes suppositions des sceptiques n’étaient pas
capable de I’ébranler, je jugerai que je pouvais la recevoir sans scrupule pour le premier principe
de la philosophie que je cherchais. » (DESCARTES, 1637 : 80).
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« Thus, because our senses sometimes deceive us, | wanted to assume that there was nothing
which was such as they cause us to imagine. And because there are men whose reasoning is
mistaken, even concerning the simplest matters of geometry, in which they make paralogisms,
| judge that | was subject to failure as any other, and | rejected as false all the reasoning and
finally, considering that the very same ideas that we have when we are awake may also come
to us when we are asleep, without meaning that any of them are true, I resolved to pretend that
all the things that had ever entered into my mind were no more certain than the illusions of my
dreams. But soon afterwards, I noticed that although | wanted thus to think that everything was
false, it was necessary that I, who was thinking this, be something. And noting that this truth: I

think, therefore I am, was so firm and well assured that all the most extravagant suppositions
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of the skeptics were incapable of shaking it, | judged that I could accept it without scruple as
the first principle of the philosophy for which | was searching. (DESCARTES, 1965 : 27/28)

Al daa 3l e aqiay g Richard Kennigton 2007 4de @b aaydea il —

«S0, because our senses sometimes deceive us, | chose to suppose that there was nothing that
was such as they make us imagine it. And because there are men who make mistakes in
reasoning even about the simplest matters in geometry, and commit fallacies, judging that | was
as subject to errors as anyone else, I rejected as false all the reasoning that | had formerly taken
as demonstrations. And finally, considering that all the same thoughts that we have while awake
can come to us also while we are sleeping, without there being any that are then true, | resolved
to feign that all the things that had ever entered my mind were not more true than the illusions
of my dreams. But, immediately after, | noticed that while I thus chose to think that everything
was false, it was necessarily true that 1, who was thinking this, was something. And observing
that this truth: “I think, therefore I am” was so firm and so assured that all the most
extravagant suppositions of the skeptics were incapable of shaking it. | judged that I could
accept it without scruple as the first principle of the philosophy that I was seeking. »
(DESCARTES, 2007: 32/33)

(sl s <13 jle Laa 53 AW Elizabeth S. Haldane and G.R.T. Ross 4ea yi-
« | think, therefore 1 am. » (DESCARTES, 2003: 23)
tsM) e 5 3 2003 43w <John Veitch 4ex i-
« | think, hence I am »(DESCARTES, 2008:30)
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« ...et enfin considérant que toutes les mémes pensées que nous avons, étant éveillés, nous
peuvent aussi venir quand nous dormons sans qu’il y en ait aucune pour lors qui soit vraie, je
résolue de feindre que toutes les choses qui m’étaient jamais entrées en 1’esprit n’étaient non
plus vraie que les illusions de mes mensonges. Mais aussitot, apres je prie garde que, pendant
que je voulais ainsi penser que tout était faux, il fallait nécessairement que moi qui le pensais

fusse quelque chose ; et remarquant que cette vérité : je pense donc je suis, était si ferme et si

assurée que toutes les plus extravagantes suppositions des sceptiques n’étaient pas capable de
I’ébranler, je jugerai que je pouvais la recevoir sans scrupule pour le premier principe de la
philosophie que je cherchais. » (DESCARTES, 1637 : 80).

DU as yiall Lelasy]

8an) 5 055 O 050 plt g L Ll 3 55 8 A8 8 Ly (S5 A JLSAY) Qs o a5 Ll o

Ge A&l ) il oS5 o e ) calas ) sel) IS O Gl o e el s 13 3) L

Laia S 288 by o b IS o aief o) ) S Laigy easl cadaa L gle s S5 ¢ eDlal VLA

Ul o) 8l U - Amdall oda ) Cagti) Wl g ee s (pe i ¢ K@il 13 caalia Ul 68T o1 5 5 pualls

Lhi (e peing b Gl IS deie e ) Ol aadaion Y sy Guill g G (e S caga 94
(83 11968 ¢ )\Sua) Ll yadl il Aaudall J ol Tase WA i Uisalae mabaind 5 cassa cally

« Je pense, donc je suis » 3_lke Jexiul S o (553 La sia <1 33T 13)
Mg g U 3 RETLIM L) s i) Las i

Mad day G IS Ja § " g e Al aa il Jeniasl 13l ;e L WL e hady Jslas J

i ?vu};}j\n

www.manaraa.com



2018/9 2ad) — dan jil) 38 dlaa

2018-06-22 : il J o g 2018-05-12 :g)4¥) &k

aa il 5 LA Cpren yiall aled () 40 s Cllen 53 LIS (1 oDle | 4 jalasV1 il il 8 Jaadls
 AUIS agian i culSE LLAY 5 Uadll 8¢ g8l salild 4 jal)

i oAl cilad & >3 « | think, therefore | exist » )sls& a5 « | think, therefore | am »
ol Lle a5 Cun Al 1 e e 48 jal) dea )

« je « | think, therefore I am » sl Ich denke, also bin ich » (DESCARTES, 2011:57-59)
"Gl ) KA LI L e A jedl ARl 8 a3 )5 pense, donc jie suis »

03685 jle Jsy S Jra ) @dlall Jom 5l Al dea 5l 03] Gl Jalaill (g (S S

O Sy @S sy 8 JU g g D )G Tl ¢ uSEl) (e i e J (e L S0 LS
Aagaia Lalf cuS s oLl caaled G (I Cans ands clgll 8 oSl Slha 85 88 oLl aled]
SLall Sy Y iy g i aal g o o8 (e Canll 8 Laasy ol LA alalad o5 JS () e 138 o
o2 o Ly (IS ey 5l T Le gle o a3 Liis S5 Al alie Jan ¢ o3 JS o (i of )i cad
oo Aiaiia Caud o JISE Ol 5 o) g 90 SaTl) 128 Caalia s 4l ol ¢ S8 Laia ged 0lala Loy ) 5aY)
gl of ) pald &5 e il 1 sl OS] e Ll 068 of cangy Sy 61 o Al 138 (5 4l
Asasn QIS (AT B Jlmy ol S IS il oa L il 1o Sy Y Al L) Jeay A B )
(1988 ¢ jlsa) Sy

:J\ad

Ui sl "Pexiste” J al 10lali "Je suis" 3 ke 8 U serd) 3w OS] e je pense, donc je suis »
Gl a3y e o yu o 3T da e il 138 sale (€10 ga sl (e (Bae ] Ui aaly (S Lay ) "2 g 50
ax i) jer da Ml 48 e (& mgerll 138 &y o ST Lary 5l 25m 50 (1SS 03 g3 5 g 5l S

0 eaaly S Lal Lol 3 jilae dan yi a8 gl 4y g s 3801 mall 138 5 (n gail) 13
sl oadd o3 g 5 e Lyl aaly (S Al @)K O ani A giall 038 (B e 8 Sl Linal 13)
83 53 50 5 oLl @lligh ¢ HluslS 4513 3 g 5 oy () el o 2 g Laian U 13) S0 U my ) a3
@SM?M@L&JPJJ\A@AQJLS__;JQSS‘Lqiaﬁﬁaw\}aﬁfo\pﬁcﬁyw
pa i) peas M3 ga ga Ul ST UM gl S A jall Aaill 3 oSV gy G n g el g S6 25a 56

www.manaraa.com



2018/9 2ad) — dan jil) 38 dlaa

2018-06-22 : il J o g 2018-05-12 :g)4¥) &k

Can o il 1 Aale e Cungy Y 4K 00 g sa oo A0 (ol ot 0 g gl 8 )G saaly IS L
O5S) e (81 gl 5 Le (3hail 8 pe IS (8 Anna Al (A Masase Ul (IS LM 1 S
b s s ARy a5 iy o5 5a  SE (A o LB salay ¢S4 6 o U ST o o5 g 0L
Lls s fa5n 50 IS ks Gl dibn & Jalay L 138 JS 0 2a 0 b () oo Ll i

(101 :1988 ¢« 1<) £l

aa ) Js Jadd s ga gl e da 4l s Y e pense, donc je suis™solke O o Lae gt
(Jie 4l ool ol ¢ il e daa s il say a2 s se o d Al o g e sa gl e
LSV Ady e aliag lud) ga S& () o 30 13 o e dia ol el pas penay ey S4
Sl oS J) sy S Al Gl e e e Da sl (ol eadl s sleadlS 5 sa sl
Iy e s S (50 3 gumiall il il (3o ham |y e J sf a5 Ula s K3 Lip s jiall
(O Saall 5 28U (o e 8 el g LA CUlSE Al (e ) aS le Ja

YIES
iy atiald ¢ jaat Laldal (Al Cogudl) 138 6" IS0 (5" dea yi sp @) (e anall
Leten i ol Lea pin Luadd sa o813 Y) Leagd (Sar¥ dua guaid ¢(yim gaall 5

AUl cgalia V) leagdy ¥ duiuds J1 g1 5l O jle aao Lo Wllad el (e Aa0ldl) alias Y

Adulil] Cl Hll) amy dan 55 padaion 1RGN S U 8 51 gl L) 0 65 o)) pa i) e any
Alblh agh andiig ST an i 63 Gl | pualea )5S o 4gle Callaty Ll

S Alaie 4 o Aulil) dagio s G800 48 prae e Gy Slie s 58I A i Ul gla 1

G alilne JS o alhai 5 Led 8 ) 4280 3 Lag 038 B gl 4 jlany Lis dging IS La Y 5l agi
IS gobs Aagall e Gl ol aaly ele s ABLll 8 S mele OF 5kl oda iy
GlIb sy gl Al Caas ¢ 3 IS5 ddalia o o8 S 8 Jali 3 alie Lga jlay il o (Sl g @Y gl
Sia sl sed () pSEl) 13 calia 585 S (2l a4l o 5 4tiualdl Tase Lgie 235) diga )
gy e oy 3 LI QB Gl o jea sl Gliae ) siSall 3L JUE LaSd 6o 4S8 5 4312 3 g 5

www.manaraa.com



2018/9 2ad) — dan jil) 38 dlaa

2018-06-22 : il J o g 2018-05-12 :g)4¥) &k

s Adall daa il o Lepaldl) 5l 5 sl "Linall" 028 (e 5 AU ARy Hha Juadl ¢ AN iy

"G oAl S U gl ¢ st oSU agiian 5 die (s AY) Clalll (8 Cnen siall alaea la ) 3l 46 ykl)

G 2 g sall o i) 138 8 La gl fcmmg 568 LI i vje suis” B Lexie < jlSa Y UM T
Ul sa €sa e € Sy

12l all g yilaall
2k 1z o)l (1965) ) (s e Oldie (o daslall
Agaladl il o g m ] 7 1 il g quad) (ARl e Ao gaiga (1992) (b (s <Ll

) slia 15 o4d zlall JS ) siSall dan i A oY) Adaldl) B el (1988) 5, e Sy

Sy

sl Hla 3l Ok cgg‘)..g...'ail\ dana Jgena 4 ) .eg_ld\ Cs Jda (1968) 5 ¢S
o) g dcilall ‘5_1‘):1\

‘udy\jﬁ\jﬁwﬁywﬁ E)ALLAJWA:\MM\ UA}-A.J\MAJS dm\.ﬁ.\aucu\)m)
16:20 2018/04/  23iziaill &S 2006 sk 3 sl

http://www.diwanalarab.com/spip.php?article4290

O30 o slall A jall Hlall:ld 10k <5 e Cpmea daa 3 Aea STl 02 ,(2008) 52 < sSe)

Ayl AShaall ¢ sl Adna 21" Mo g s Ll 3 ST LI cpallAd) ¢ jlSg0 daSa ¢S Dbl

http://www.alyaum.com/article/4123960¢16:10 <2018/04/23 :ziuaill Z )5 50615 ¢aud sl

BERMAN, A. (1984), [’épreuve de I ’étranger, Paris : Gallimard.
DESCARTES, R. (2008), Discours de la Méthode et Premiére de la Méditation, publié avec

une introduction et des notes par T.V. Charpentier. Paris : Librairie Hachettes.

www.manaraa.com


http://www.diwanalarab.com/spip.php?article4290
http://www.alyaum.com/article/4123960

2018/9 2ad) — dan jil) 38 dlaa

2018-06-22 : il J o g 2018-05-12 :g)4¥) &k

DESCARTES, R. (1965), Discourse on Method:Optics, Geometry and Methodology, translated
by Paul J. Olscamp, USA: the Bobbs Merill Company, Inc.

DESCARTES, R. (2003), Discourse on Method and Meditations, translated by Elizabeth S.
Haldane and G.R.T. Ross, New York: Dover publications Inc.

DESCARTES, R.(2007), Discourse on Method , translated by Richard Kennington, Indiana:
Focus publishing.

DESCARTES, R.( 2008), Discourse on the Method, translated by John Veitch, New York:

Cosimo Classics.

DESCARTES, R. (2011), Discours de la Méthode :Franzosisch-Deutsch. Hambourg: Meiner.

www.manaraa.com



